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Parsha Metzora
 In this parsha, we learn 
about the sin of Lashon 
Hora (Gossip).  This is a 
very serious sin, which is 
almost impossible to 
correct.  Lashon Hora 
spreads very quickly and 
is out of our control 
rapidly.  We also learned 
about tzara’as on houses.  
This occurred as a 
warning to us to stop 
saying Lashon Hora.  If 
we didn’t stop, then our 
house would have to be 
destroyed.  Sometimes, 
after a house is 
destroyed, we find a 
treasure hidden behind a 
wall.  This was a reward 
for the righteous.

     Want to help PHDS?  
 Love to shop at Amazon?

We are thankful for Jewish Federation of 
Peoria’s  continued support. We ask for 
your help in supporting them during 
their annual campaign by making a 
donation at their website 
http://www.jewishpeoria.org/                                                         

Getting 
creative 
for indoor 
recess!
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Thank you, spring, 

for coming back. We 

missed you all 

winter!
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Matt Dunn a Mechanical 
Engineering student at 
Bradley University 
comes to PHDS and 
teaches Lego Robotics. 
Matt says, “We combine 
fun and learning with 
Lego Mindstorm Robots 
to perform tasks like 
automated driving by 
using block 
programming to control 
light sensing, motors, 
and motion sensors. 
Right now we are setting 
up an obstacle course so 
a ball can make it to its 
final destination and 
knock over as many pins 
as possible, creating 
some competition!”

PHDS is able to 
customize our learning 
program to suit the 
parents and students 
interests. Last semester 
we offered Graphic 
Design as another 
special offering.

Lego Robotics 
-Special Offering at PHDS

Learning Hebrew Letters
     Starting this past fall Talia, Noah 
and Arwen have been learning their 
Hebrew letter for the first time. Talia is 
working on the letter Tzadek. Noah and 
Arwen are both learning Sameach.  
Every time they finish a letter they put 
it in their binder. When they are done 
with the Aleph-Bet they will have a 
book of Hebrew letters.
     Arwen learned the difference 
between a Samech and a Final Mem. 
And for those who know that is no 
easy task…especially if you are 3. 
When Arwen got to the Final Mem she 
crossed it off!



   
STEAM 

DAY

Engineering  our fort of PVC 

pipes and parachute cloth

Group projects teach the older 
students patience, and the 

younger students practice group 
work and cooperation.



Animal Traits 
project                                              

Forming animals with modeling clay to 
highlight the different traits certain 
animals have.



In science, we created 
bird feeders out of toilet 
paper rolls, honey, and 

bird seed.  

Painting sunflowers



We learn to share 
and take turns with 

group work.  We 
learn to focus and 

concentrate by 
working alone.

Noah and Talia 
enjoying the 
new blocks 
together.



HEBREW STUDIES



We have been working 
hard to prepare for 

Passover. The kids have 
been learning all of the 
songs and recitations for 
the Seder. It’s amazing 

how well even our 
youngest students enjoy 

belting out Ma Nishtana.  
They have made painted 
and glued matzah covers 

and afikomen bags, 
learning all the parts of 
the Seder, and having 

fun coloring cards for all 
our amazing supporters.  
Our Mock Seder is on 

Tuesday and the kids are 
all so excited.  We wish 

everyone a Happy 
Pesach!

Ms Trude’s Beginner Services

Morning beginner services are fun with 

Ms Trude. Ms Trude loves teaching the 

beginners service. We can’t tell who is 

happier about the beginner services—the 

students or Ms Trude.  Parents frequently 

tell us that their children run around the 

house and are singing the morning 

services songs!  Did you see Ms Trude’s 

article in the PHDS Magazine?



In Art, we learned about different 
fonts and discovered fonts have 
an artistic element all on their 
own.  All the kids picked a font 
they liked, learned how to download 
that font and printed a name or 
word to design, cut and make into 
a sculpture.  3D art is always so 
fun to put together!
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