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Candle lighting: 7:14 pm on Friday, August 27th                             
Havdalah: 8:14 pm on Saturday, August 28th

August 27, 2021

Thank you to the                                                                              for your ongoing support!

Parsha Ki Tavo
In this parsha we learn to
bring the first fruits to the

Temple in gratitude to
Hashem for our good crops. 
Later we hear the blessings
we will receive if we do all

our mitzvos.  The most
important mitzva is to

honor our parents.  Finally,
we learn about the curses

we might receive if we don’t
do our mitzvos.  So, be sure

to do all our mitzvos.

   Contact: 
peoriadayschool@sbcglobal.net

309-692-2821

Welcome Back!
This year has started out very well!  
In fact, it’s on fire!  Our second 
week back found us on a heat 
schedule.  The kids did great and 
powered through. We have quite a 
few new faces along with our “old” 
faces. (They grow up so much every 
summer.)  All are excited for the 
school year 21/22!!!

mailto:peoriadayschool@sbcglobal.net


STEAM DAY
Our first STEAM Day of the year was 
to learn about castles and build them!  
We created castles for our PHDS 
Kingdom!



 The Lower Elementary students have grown in height 
and knowledge over the summer.  For ELA we are 
reading Crickwing by Janell Cannon together. This is a 
book about forgiveness and working together. Each 
student is reading in their anthology reader and learning 
new reading strategies from their individual workbooks 
that go along with the reader. I was hoping I would be 
able to teach them a thing or two but so far I have 
learned things from each of them.  The day before we 
celebrated Sananna’s 7th Birthday she said she has a 
technique for distinguishing a “b” from a “d”.  Please ask 
her about that when you see her; it’s ingenious! In 
science for the lower elementary students, we looked at 
dragonflies under the microscope and they were able to 
color a few different types from a dragonfly coloring 
book.  Did you know there are 4,800 different types of 
dragonflies?  Some of them are quite beautiful. We are 
also studying how to group animals by their 
characteristics.
  The middle school students are learning more about 
the ocean.  I brought in a few of my seashells and they 
used an identification book to learn some names of 
ones they didn’t already know. They watched a video 
about new creatures that scientists are discovering in 
the deepest parts of the ocean.  They will pick a favorite 
animal/topic about the ocean and will learn more about 
their choice and then be presenting their findings to the 
school on September 10th.

Mrs. B’s Science and Language Arts



We are off to a great start! As a school, we are focusing on 
geography this year. The lower elementary students are 
working on identifying the difference between human-made 
and natural-made. The upper elementary students are 
learning about the 50 States. Every student was given a 
different region of the US to learn about and present to the 
class using google slides. We look forward to seeing the 
great presentations. The lower elementary students are 
working on addition in math and the upper elementary 
students are working on place value, order of operations, 
and solving equations. 

Miss Wood’s Math and Geography



Mr. Yona’s Class

New Hebrew Teaching Schedule

What level of Hebrew class are 
you in? Do you know your letters? 
Can you read? Vocabulary?

Putting together the schedule of 
Hebrew classes for the year can 
be challenging given the change 
in the student body, the change 
in the teaching staff, and other 
factors.

It is so awesome that we have 
several new 
preschool/kindergarten children. 
And we have Rina, a Bradley 
student who loves to work with 
the little ones. We have three 
advanced Hebrew students 
Daniel, Zoe, and Zev who are all 
taught by Mrs. Shamir, our 
master Hebrew teacher. Dr. 
Halperin is like our mail delivery 
person—he is always there, uber 
reliable, and will teach whoever 
we deliver to him. There is Dina 
who teaches Art and Jewish 
Cooking, both student favorites. 

Trude Reiser joins the staff this 
year and is already doing 
fantastic with the Beginners’ 
Service. 

We are looking for someone to 
teach basic Hebrew one day a 
week.  If you are interested let us 
know. 

I am excited that we are 
in-person, in-masks, and 
in-clusive.  We are off to another 
fantastic year of learning and 
fun. This is PHDS’s 50th year and 
there is more in-store.

-Yona Lunken



Ms. Lise’s Class

This year we have 5 new Pre-K and 
Kindergarten students!  We welcome 
back Melody, and we welcome to the 

crew:  Arwen(Aerith’s sister), Talia and 
Noah(siblings), and Lincoln and 

Isaac(another set of twins!)  
These kiddos love playdoh time!


