
     P.H.D.S News

Candle lighting: 7:49 pm on Friday, May 14th                             
Havdalah: 8:56 pm on Saturday, May 15th

May 14th, 2021

Thank you to the                                                                              for your ongoing support!

Parsha Bamidbar
In this parsha, Hashem tells Moshe to count the 
tribes and to instruct them how they are to encamp 
in the desert.  Each tribe will have its own flag and 
they will camp in a certain formation, which places 
the mishkan in the center.  
When they begin to march, they must stay in 
formation and follow the leader.  They holy articles 
such as the ark, the menorah, the show bread table, 
the two altars, and the water container were 
wrapped tightly when they marched.

A big THANK YOU to our parent volunteers this week! 
Ashley Pierson, Nate and Ava Strickler, Priyanka and Dinesh Usha

Fun in the outdoors!

Support us and participate in 
our Awesome Spring Raffle!   
More info on the next page...   

Dates to Remember:
May:

17-18 No school(Shavuot)
27 Steam day
28 Last Day of School     
and Graduation                                                                                                 

Contact: 
peoriadayschool@sbcglobal.net

309-692-2821

mailto:peoriadayschool@sbcglobal.net


….The Raffle is coming! The Raffle is coming!

I don’t think Paul Revere ever rode through Boston and the surrounding countryside to expose the 

value of purchasing raffle tickets for the Peoria Hebrew Day School. BUT it certainly feels like I do. 

Imagine me driving through the Peoria country with my car windows down and the sun roof open 

shouting, “The Raffle is coming! The Raffle is coming!”

The skinny:

Tickets are $50 each OR the deal is 5 tickets of only $200. Pretty good deal. Right?

The raffle drawing is at the school graduation ceremony on Friday, May 28th.

Prizes: Everyone that purchase get the satisfaction of supporting education

Cash prizes are: $1000, $750, and $500

How to get a raffle ticket:

Contact me by phone, text, email, tapping my shoulder, asking politely or yelling. I don’t prefer 

yelling.  Let me know how many you want and then we can arrange payment--check, cash, PayPal, 

Venmo….please US currency only, no Russian rubles, yen or euros.

Please:

If you know a parent of students at the school ask them first for raffle tickets.  Some of them are VERY 

VERY shy about asking people to buy the raffle tickets.  The way I look at it is that if I don't ask you 

won’t know.  And though I get lots of nos I get LOTS of YESSES too. 

Use:

This is our biggest fundraiser. We raise about a month’s worth of operating expenses. I know 

operating expenses are NOT sexy.  BUT having the teachers paid is….well important. No 

better...critical. The school costs $160,000 to run for a year and about $100,000 is raised through 

donations! That is $100,000 raised through donations!

A little off topic:

This is a little off topic. Someone said to me, “You deserve to be happy.” Well I don't agree. I am very 

lucky to have the wonderful world that I get to live in. But what did I do to deserve it? Very little if 

anything. Now I am coming back to the raffle tickets. Stay seated. BUT I choose to use that fortunate 

situation to help others and PHDS is who gets the majority of my helping time. A pay it forward 

thing.

THANKS:

So many of you have been so very supportive--donating, participating in the meals-to-go.... I am truly 

humbled by your generosity. Thank you so very very much.

Keep thinking! Mr. Yona



Miss Wood’s Math and Humanities Class

We are continuing to work on our 
government unit and should be finished 
up by the end of next week. I love seeing 
the learning and realizations the 
students are having as they learn about 
their rights as a US citizen. In math, 
we are moving right along.. Group C is 
working on the integration of geometry 
and algebra together and group B is 
working on their geometry unit. Group B 
really enjoyed a geometry rap that we 
found online. 

STEAM DAY
For Mother’s Day we made concrete 
stepping stones that the students 
decorated with gems and sea glass and 
hand prints.  I hope that our wonderful 
mothers will enjoy them as much as the 
students did making them!



Miss Jane’s 
Classroom

As we continue to work on our reading, handwriting 

and drawing skills, we welcomed a guest this week.  

Aerith’s little sister, Arwen, joined us for a day!  She 

jumped right into the swing of things, and we enjoyed 

having her!



Mrs. Bingaman’s
Science and Language 

  Doesn’t nature just amaze you?  In 
Science, Group A is experiencing more 
wonder of nature by seeing live the life 
cycle of the butterfly.  Our caterpillars 
arrived and we are watching them eat 
and hang out and start to form their 
chrysalis. We also read a National 
Geographic book about butterflies and 
the main words of their short life 
became our spelling words.  I have 
been doing this all year; connecting 
their science and language arts so both 
subjects have more meaning for the 
students.  Please be sure to sign up to 
be a National Geographic kids super 
reader this summer at:  
natgeokids.com/superreaders.   
Groups B&C finished their chemistry 
unit and have started an introduction to 
the human body.  Each student has 
selected a body system that they are 
responsible for presenting to the class 
next Wednesday May 19th. Our 
culminating activities will be dissecting a 
sheep’s heart and a frog during the last 
week of school.  In ELA, groups B&C 
will finish their novels and take 
their final tests and present their 
portfolios during the last week of school.
PLEASE NOTE: We will have the 
USBORNE BOOKS representative, 
Beth Martinez, here at our school on 
Thurs. May 20th starting at 1:00 pm.  
The company produces wonderful 
books for all ages of young people.  
Please stop by or send money with 
your child or give it to me and I will 
assist them.  Please go onto their 
website and see what they have. If 
we purchase enough it will allow us 
to get some more books for the 
school.  Thank you for your support! 
Let me know if you have any 
questions.

Mrs. B’s Science and Language Arts



Mr. Yona’s Class

Noach and His Really Smelly Big Boat

When I am teaching the 5, 6, 7 year olds I love to be silly. Sometimes I have to be the adult 
in the room. Mostly because I am the only adult in the room.  And sometimes 5, 6, & 7 y.o. 
need direction.  Noach is how we say Noah in Hebrew.

For much of the year my students’ made Creation Books that they will get at graduation. 
Pretty amazing work. So for Noach we are making a story booklet. We are coloring a 
progression of pictures that tell the story of Noach.

That’s about it for now. These are some pictures of what the kids are doing.

This class is lots of fun and it is my favorite class! How can it not be. They are so VERY 
VERY happy and alive!

Keep thinking! Mr. Yona

Thank you to those who continue to support us.
The Agudas Achim Congregation

Jeff and Linda Ketay

Howard and Sally Goldstein

Denish Usha

We could not be here without you!



The younger classes had a great time making 
handprints Andy Warhol style.  It was fun to 
get messy and arrange our contrasting colors.  

I’m sure all the moms enjoyed these great 
Mother’s Day gifts! 

The older students enjoyed hydro dipping so 
much the week before that they came to class 

prepared to hydro dip again! They brought 
sneakers and water bottles to dip and thanks to 

the Peirson family who donated a bunch of 
white kippot which were a hit to dip along with 

canvases and white ceramic tiles. 
It’s fun and easy art project to do so if you have 
any extra spray paint and an old bin at home, 
give it a whirl. But be sure to put some rubber 

gloves on because we had quite a few hydro 
dipped arms!

Amazing                                                        
Artists!



Hebrew with Ms. Shamir


